The Right Of God
(Huququllah)
A Perspective of One Baha’i

DISCLAIMER: Anything not directly attributed to the Baha’i Writings is not authoritative, and is likely to be a personal interpretation. Many quotes are from: 

http://www.aqdasproject.com/kitab-i-aqdas/compilations/huquq.htm 
Opening Readings

"O Children of Dust! Tell the rich of the midnight sighing of the poor... To give and be generous are attributes of Mine; well is it with him that adorneth himself with My virtues." Baha’u’llah
“Be anxiously concerned with the needs of the age ye live in, and centre your deliberations on its exigencies and requirements.” Baha’u’llah

“The highest righteousness of all is for blessed souls to take hold of the hands of the helpless and deliver them out of their ignorance and abasement and poverty, and with pure motives, and only for the sake of God, to arise and energetically devote themselves to the service of the masses, forgetting their own worldly advantage and working only to serve the general good.” Baha’u’llah
Work done in the spirit of service is the highest form of worship.

So why are we supposed to give to God?

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and My loving kindness. Nothing that existeth in the world of being hath ever been or ever will be worthy of mention. However, if a person be graciously favoured to offer a penny-worth – nay even less – in the path of God, this

would in His sight be preferable and superior to all the treasures of the earth. It is for this reason that the one true God – exalted be His glory – hath in all His heavenly Scriptures praised those who observe His precepts and bestow their wealth for His sake. Baha’u’llah
So does God need our money?

The one true God—exalted be His glory—hath ever been and will continue to be exalted above every expression of praise and is sanctified from the world of existence and all the riches therein. Whatsoever proceedeth from Him produceth a fruit the benefits of which revert to the individuals themselves. Baha’u’llah
So if God is above riches, why bother to donate?

Beseech ye God that He may enable everyone to discharge the obligation of Huqúq, inasmuch as the progress and promotion of the Cause of God depend on material means. 

If I have to, I have to.  Do I have to be HAPPY about it?

It is incumbent upon everyone to discharge the obligation of Huqúq. The advantages gained from this deed revert to the persons themselves. However, the acceptance of the offerings dependeth on the spirit of joy, fellowship and contentment that the righteous souls who fulfil this injunction will manifest. If such is the attitude acceptance is permissible, and not otherwise. Verily thy Lord is the All-Sufficing, the All-Praised. Baha’u’llah
What’s in it for me?

 It is clear and evident that the payment of the Right of God is conducive to prosperity, to blessing, and to honour and divine protection. Well is it with them that comprehend and recognize this truth and woe betide them that believe not. And this is on condition that the individual should observe the injunctions prescribed in the Book with the utmost radiance, gladness and willing acquiescence. It behoveth you to counsel the friends to do that which is right and praiseworthy. Baha’u’llah
So, if it is required, will the Right Of God police come after me?

Reference to this matter is in no wise permissible.… for it is entirely dependent upon the willingness of the individuals themselves. They are well acquainted with the commandment of God and are familiar with that which was revealed in the Book. Let him who wisheth observe it, and let him who wisheth ignore it. Baha’u’llah
To demand the Huqúq is in no wise permissible. This command was revealed in the Book of God for various necessary matters ordained by God to be dependent upon material means. Therefore, if someone, with utmost pleasure and gladness, nay with insistence, wisheth to partake of this blessing, thou mayest accept. Otherwise, acceptance is not permissible. Baha’u’llah
OK, so I’m happy about it, because I love the idea of being generous.  So what do I do?

Should a person acquire one hundred mithqals[1] of gold, nineteen mithqals thereof belong unto God, the Creator of earth and heaven.… Say, through this injunction God desireth to purify your possessions and enable you to draw nigh unto such stations as none can attain, except those whom God may please. Baha’u’llah
What’s a mithqal?
The weight of one mithqál is equivalent to nineteen nakhuds in accordance with the specification of the Bayán.

(as opposed to the 24 nakhuds it traditionally is).  
19 mithqals is pretty much equal to 69.192 grams, or 2.22456 troy ounces.  Almost 2.25 ounces.
So if gold is selling for $40 a gram, 19 mithquals would be about 70*40=$2800.   Nineteen percent of that would be about $526.00.
‘How Much is a Mithqal?’ shows how to calculate the immediate price of gold or silver conversion: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvKvt1gG-MQ
Bahá'í Mithqal Calculator: http://bahaiglossary.org/pages/mithqal 
How about the price of gold?

The price of gold, often measured in Troy ounces, is printed in newspapers.  Or, check http://www.goldprice.org/.


 So, is it kind of a funny tithing on income?

It is not an income tax at all.  It is a tax on possessions.

So, I have to pay on everything?

“We have exempted the residence and the household furnishings, that is, such furnishings as are needful.”

“equipment of a store as is necessary for the carrying on of business … is under the same ruling as the household furnishings.”

If you “loseth half the sum in unsuccessful transactions and then regaineth the amount on which the Huqúq is payable, …. the Huqúq is not payable.”

“It hath been decreed by God that a property which is not lucrative, that is, yieldeth no profit, is not subject to the payment of Huqúq. Verily He is the Ordainer, the Bountiful.” Baha’u’llah
 

It is clear from the Writings that a person is exempt from paying Huqúqu’lláh on his residence and such household and professional equipment as are needful. It is left to the discretion of the individual to decide which items are necessary and which are not. It is obvious that the friends should not spend lavishly on residences and furnishings and rationalize these expenditures in their desire to avoid payment of Huqúqu’lláh. No specific text has been found exempting capital used to earn income. The Universal House of Justice leaves such matters to the consciences of individual believers.[UHJ]


In answering this question one should remember that the Huqúqu’lláh is payable on possessions that are indisputably recognized as being one’s own and not on property that one merely controls or uses.[UHJ]
“From one’s annual income, all expenses during the year are deductible, and on what is left 19% is payable to the Huqúq. Thus, a person hath earned [$]1,000 income out of his business. After deducting his annual expenses of say [$]600, he would have a surplus of [%]400 on which Huqúq is payable at the rate of 19%. This would amount to [$]76 to be offered for charitable purposes to the Huqúq.[Abdul-Baha]

The Huqúq is not levied on one’s entire possessions each year. A person’s wealth may be worth [$]100,000. How can he be expected to pay Huqúq on this property every year? For instance, whatever income thou hast earned in a particular year, you should deduct from it your expenses during that year. The Huqúq will then be payable on the remainder. Possessions on which Huqúq was paid the previous year will be exempt from further payment. 
[Abdul-Baha]

However, any money or possession which is necessary in producing income for one’s subsistence, and on which Huqúq hath once been paid is exempt from Huqúq. This exemption also applieth to a property on which Huqúq hath already been paid, and the income of which doth not exceed one’s needs….[Abdul-Baha]
What if I have trouble paying?

“The payment of the Right of God is conditional upon one’s financial ability. If a person is unable to meet his obligation, God will verily excuse him. He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Generous.”

Am I not as good a Baha’i if I am too poor to owe Right of God, or have trouble paying it?

“ No one is despised in the sight of the Almighty for being poor. …Blessed are the poor that are steadfast in patience, and woe betide the rich that hold back Huqúqu’lláh and fail to observe that which is enjoined upon them in His Preserved Tablet.”

 

Say: Pride not yourselves on earthly riches ye possess. …Blessed is the rich man whom earthly possessions have been powerless to hinder from turning unto God, the Lord of all names. 

Say: O people, the first duty is to recognize the one true God—magnified be His glory—the second is to show forth constancy in His Cause and, after these, one’s duty is to purify one’s riches and earthly possessions according to that which is prescribed by God. Therefore it beseemeth thee to meet thine obligation to the Right of God first, then to direct thy steps toward His blessed house. This hath been brought to thine attention as a sign of favour. Baha’u’llah
 
So, who gets the Right of God?

Payments for the Huqúqu’lláh cannot be handed over to every person. These words have been uttered by Him Who is the sovereign Truth. The Huqúqu’lláh should be kept in the custody of trusted individuals and forwarded to His holy court through the Trustees of God. Baha’u’llah
 

There is a prescribed ruling for the Huqúqu’lláh. After the House of Justice hath come into being, the law thereof will be made manifest, in conformity with the Will of God. Baha’u’llah
Disposition of the Huqúq, wholly or partly, is permissible, but this should be done by permission of the authority in the Cause to whom all must turn. [Abdul-Baha]

So, is it OK to be wealthy?

“Wealth is praiseworthy in the highest degree, if it is acquired by an individual’s own efforts and the grace of God, in commerce, agriculture, art and industry, and if it be expanded for philanthropic purposes. Above all, if a judicious and resourceful individual should initiate measures which would universally enrich the masses of the people, there could be no undertaking greater than this, and it would rank in the sight of God as the supreme achievement, for such a benefactor would supply the needs and insure the comfort and well‑being of a great multitude.” SDC

How about if I just give extra to the Baha’i Fund?

The payment of Huqúqu’lláh is one of the essential spiritual obligations of the people of Baha which has been revealed in the Most Holy Book by the Pen of Glory. Therefore the friends should separate the account of Huqúqu’lláh from that of their other contributions . Thus they must first settle their obligations concerning Huqúqu’lláh, then they may make other contributions at their own disposition, inasmuch as the disposition of the funds of the Huqúqu’lláh is subject to decision by the Authority in the Cause to which all must turn, whereas the purposes of contributions to other Funds may be determined by the donors themselves.[UHJ]

In other words, whatever portion of one’s wealth is due to the Huqúqu’lláh belongs to the World Centre of the Cause of God, not to the individuals concerned.

 

Thus the friends should not follow their own volition and judgement in using any of the funds set aside for Huqúqu’lláh for any other purpose, even for charitable contributions of the Faith.[UHJ]

What about inheritance?
Concerning your question whether the heirs to whom the principal residence, furniture and clothing of the deceased are transferred by way of inheritance will be exempt from the payment of Huqúq or not, he said: Since the residence, furniture and the tools of trade have, in accordance with the explicit Text, been granted exemption from the Huqúq, therefore when the transfer of ownership takes place such possessions continue to be exempt.

[You] should determine the total value of your inheritance in cash and other assets less any expenses or debts you may have, and consider the circumstances under which you may be able to pay Huqúqu’lláh on the net value of your inheritance. The time and conditions of payment are left to each individual.

 For example, if one’s assets include property or shares in addition to cash, he may find it disadvantageous or inconvenient to pay nineteen per cent of the value of the non-cash assets until they are disposed of, at which time he would prefer to fulfil this spiritual obligation. Any expenses that may be involved in disposing of one’s assets should be deducted before calculating the net value on which Huqúqu’lláh is payable.[UHJ]

Question: Which is to take precedence: the Ḥuqúqu’lláh, the debts of the deceased or the cost of the funeral and burial?9

Answer: The funeral and burial take precedence, then settlement of debts, then payment of Ḥuqúqu’lláh. Should the property of the deceased prove insufficient to cover his debts, the remainder of his estate should be distributed among these debts in proportion to their size.
Closing Readings

“Wealth is praiseworthy in the highest degree, if it is acquired by an individual’s own efforts and the grace of God, in commerce, agriculture, art and industry, and if it be expanded for philanthropic purposes. Above all, if a judicious and resourceful individual should initiate measures which would universally enrich the masses of the people, there could be no undertaking greater than this, and it would rank in the sight of God as the supreme achievement, for such a benefactor would supply the needs and insure the comfort and well‑being of a great multitude.” SDC

Say, through this injunction God desireth to purify your possessions. Baha’u’llah
P.S. Are mithqals mentioned elsewhere?

Sadden no one’s heart:

Ye have been forbidden in the Book of God to engage in contention and conflict, to strike another, or to commit similar acts whereby hearts and souls may be saddened. A fine of nineteen mithqáls of gold had formerly been prescribed by Him Who is the Lord of all mankind for anyone who was the cause of sadness to another; in this Dispensation, however, He hath absolved you thereof and exhorteth you to show forth righteousness and piety.


The Dowry:

Marriage is conditioned on payment of a dowry. The dowry is fixed at 19 mithqáls of pure gold for city dwellers, and 19 mithqáls of silver for village dwellers, depending on the permanent residence of the husband, and not of the wife. It is forbidden to pay more than 95 mithqáls.
Negligent homicide:

Should anyone unintentionally take another’s life, it is incumbent upon him to render to the family of the deceased an indemnity of one hundred mithqáls of gold. Observe ye that which hath been enjoined upon you in this Tablet, and be not of those who overstep its limits.

Year of Patience:

Sexual intercourse between husband and wife is forbidden during their year of patience, and whoso committeth this act must seek God’s forgiveness, and, as a punishment, render to the House of Justice a fine of nineteen mithqáls of gold.

Adultery:
Nine mithqáls are payable for the first offense, eighteen for the second, thirty-six for the third, and so on, each succeeding fine being double the preceding. 

